This is part two of two sermons Fred Harris preached on harmonizing the Gospel accounts of the resurrection.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Resurrection
(Chapter 27)

Last week, as part of the Lord's Supper (Lord's Supper, 2.8.15), we looked at what the Resurrection means to us.  We saw that Jesus physically coming back from the dead is a crucially important doctrine to us for three reasons. 1) With the Resurrection, Jesus is still alive.  Meaning He's a real Person Who is constantly with us, watching over everything that we do, and we can still interact with Him today.  2) With the Resurrection, Jesus proved once and for all that He has power over death so that some day, He's going to resurrect us, too, just like He promised He would.  3) With the Resurrection, we know that everything we do in life really matters, everything we do echoes for eternity because our death is not the end.  We go on after we die and we will reap forever the harvest of what we sowed here while we lived in this life.  Jesus said in more ways than one, store up your treasures there, don't worry so much about your treasures here, seek out your rewards there, don't worry so much about your rewards here; so apparently, there's some kind of carry-over into Heaven that's in direct correlation to how we're living the Christian life now.  

The question I want us to ponder this morning is, “Do we really believe it?”  By asking that, I'm not asking, “Do we ascribe to a certain set of doctrines as being true?” I mean, if we were to have every minute of every day laid out before us, do our activities, do our words, do our expenditures, do our personal times with Jesus reflect that we believe all of this stuff about the Resurrection to be true?  

I believe there are two primary things that get in our way of living our lives as if we really believe this stuff.  Unfortunately, we only have time to talk about one of them today.  We'll talk about number two next week so you'll just have to come back.  Number one reason that I believe we don't live the truth of the Resurrection like we should, we fear man more than we fear God.  We talked about this last Sunday night but by saying, “Fear of man,” I'm not saying that we're hiding under the couch trying to get away from people.  I'm saying that ever since the Garden when Adam and Eve tried to hide their nakedness from each other with fig leaves, we live lives where we're constantly concerned with what other people really think about us.  This is not a teenager thing.  This is a human being thing. We worry about what other people are thinking about us more than how much we worry about what God thinks about us.  It affects the clothes we wear, the cars we drive, the conversations we have, how embarrassed we get at the behavior of our spouses or our children, and how often we're willing to share the Gospel with people. 

So for this week and next week, the Story that we've been following as an overview of the entire Bible brings us to Jesus' Resurrection, and we're going to see that we're not the first ones to face these two obstacles.  To see what I'm talking about, we're going to be looking at a harmonized account of the Resurrection from all four Gospels.  I don't know if you've ever tried to piece together the Resurrection story from all four Gospels, but it's not easy to do.  It's actually really hard because Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John give such different accounts of what happened.  They don't give contradictory accounts, they're just different with totally different details.  They do this because Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are each trying to teach their own individual sermons for the readers of their book, they weren't trying to write a harmonized account of Jesus' life that fit right in with what the other three guys were saying. But God preserved for us all four Gospels so I think it's okay to try to see what God is saying by putting all four accounts together.  So I want to see if we can do that as much as we can to see the different responses of Jesus' followers to His Resurrection right when it first happened.  Then maybe we can understand a little bit better our struggles we have with it 2,000 years later.  The response we're going to look at today is the response of some of Jesus' women followers.  Next week, we're going to see the response of Mary Magdalene and Jesus' male disciples.  Mark 16:1-3:

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”

Now already we have to fill in some gaps in what Mark just now told us by looking at the other Gospels.  But before we do, really quick, this just makes me laugh.  John tells us that Joseph of Arimethea and Nicodemus had already treated Jesus' body with like-100 pounds of spices and the women saw them do it.  But apparently, the work of the men didn't meet with the women's approval because if something's going to be done right, they just have to do it themselves.  That's just funny to me.  

But that really has nothing to do with anything that we're talking about today.  What we need to know for today is Luke has more women involved than just these three that Mark mentions.  Mark was only worried about Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James, and Salome.  Luke adds to that list a woman named Joanna and this ambiguous term, “and others who were with them.”  This is important to know because somewhere along the line, this group of ladies splits up.  They might have made plans together to buy spices like Mark says in 16:1, maybe they even went shopping for the spices together, but in between verse 1 and verse 2, we need to add in John's account that tells us they didn't travel all the way together to the tomb.  I say that because Mark tells us that women were talking just after sunrise, “Who will roll away the stone for us?”  But John tells us that Mary Magdalene was already at the tomb by herself while it was still dark.  So they didn't all end up at the tomb at the same time.  So maybe Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James, started out together like Matthew and Mark seem to imply, but if that's true, at some point Mary, the mother of James turned back for some unknown reason and comes later with other women, leaving Mary Magdalene to continue on by herself.  Or maybe they all went at different times and Matthew and Mark were just saying, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb, Mary, the mother of James went to the tomb, and Salome went to the tomb.   

Now I know this is confusing.  When I was studying, I really had to work through this, too.  We ask ourselves, “Why would Mark be so different than Luke and John?”  We don't know. Maybe Mark wasn't privy to who everybody was at the tomb and he had just picked up somewhere along the line that for sure Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome were eye witnesses.  Or maybe he just didn't think the other women or the timing of everyone's individual arrivals were important to the point he was trying to make.  But what's crucial that we hang on to is that this bunch of women really did see an empty tomb.  Mark's not contradicting what the other Gospels say, he's just giving different specifics.    


This is one of the things, by the way, that actually makes the Resurrection account of the Gospels so believable.  Obviously, four men didn't come together to make up a story that they could use to deceive the world.  In a court of law, when four different witnesses give four totally different accounts that still fit together, it actually adds credibility to what they're saying.  They're showing they're not checking their story with anyone to keep their facts straight, they're just saying what they know to be true.       

So all that to say, we're going to be looking at the Resurrection story from the women's point of view by using two accounts.  This week, we're looking at the account of the other women.  Next week is when we'll look at what happened with just Mary Magdalene.  Matthew 28:1-8:

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. Again we interject here using our knowledge from the other Gospels that either, these two Marys actually traveled to the tomb at different times or Mary Magdalene continued on by herself to have her own experience, while Mary, the mother of James went back for some reason and returned after sunrise with others.  And it's the account of these other women that Matthew follows.    

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 

Now none of the Gospels give any indication that the women saw or interacted with these soldiers who fainted.  So we have to surmise probably that before the women got there, the soldiers came to, saw the empty tomb, and ran to tell the religious leaders that something was up.  After they're gone, we have this next part.   

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 


So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.

Luke 24:1-11:

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: “The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” Then they remembered his words. 


When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 

So what do we have so far?  An angel rolls the stone away and sits on it, waiting for the women to come.  Now something that we don't really know from the Gospel accounts is exactly how many angels were involved in Jesus' resurrection.  Matthew tells us an angel rolled the stone away and sat on it.  If we read what Mark had to say, he tells that the women saw an angel sitting on the right side inside the tomb.  Luke has two angels standing beside the women inside the tomb.  John is going to have Mary Magdalene see two angels sitting where Jesus was laying, one at the head, one at the foot.  So were there six different angels?  Maybe.  The resurrection of their King would have been a big deal to them, I'm sure God had no shortage of volunteers to make this announcement.  Were there two angels that kept moving around as they were delivering their message?  Maybe.  Did the women arrive in more than two different groups and experience different angelic encounters?  Maybe.  God simply didn't clarify that for us.  Here's what we do know.  The women supernaturally heard about Jesus' resurrection from angels.  They didn't just see an empty tomb, they actually saw angels.  Not simply men in white robes.  Angels.  Angels who were terrifying enough that hardened soldiers fainted.  It is interesting, though, the women were apparently so transfixed on the fact that Jesus was gone, they weren't as terrified by the angels as these big burly soldiers were.  So these angels told the women, “Jesus isn't here, He's alive just like He said He would be.”  That sparked a memory in the women's minds. They're like, “Yeah, I do remember Jesus saying something about that.”  Then at the angels' prompting, they went to go tell the disciples what they saw.  Right?     

Errr.  Let's add in something that we glean from just Mark.  Mark 16:7-8:

But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” 


Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. 

You'll have to ask me later why I think that Mark ended his book with verse 8 and some other writer added the rest of chapter 16 later.  I already covered that on a Wednesday night and I don't have time right now.   But I do believe Mark ended his book with, “the women said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.”  Afraid of what?  What were they so scared of that it would keep them from telling anybody that they saw angels?  Especially when the angels specifically said, “Go tell the disciples.”  I think it was the fear of man.  I think they were afraid of how kooky their story was going to sound.  I think they were worried that they were going to be written off as being hormonal, emotional, or mentally unstable.  And it kept them from being able to say anything.  As amazing as their encounter was, it wasn't enough to get them over their fear of what other people would think. 

2,000 years later, I think we all have the same problem.  We believe that Jesus is real.  We believe that He died to forgive our sin. We believe that He's alive again, changing our lives, providing for us every day.  We believe we can talk to Him anytime we want and He answers us.  We believe that He's coming back some day to judge the Earth.  But it's hard for us to talk about it outside of here.  Why?  We're worried that we'll sound kooky.  Like a bunch of fanatics.  Emotional cripples who need religion to cope.  We feel like people will look at us like we're not in touch with how the real world works.  Well now, at least we know now that we aren't the first ones to feel this way.  These women saw angels and they found themselves in the same spot.

So what happened to change their minds?  Matthew and Luke tell us that they did eventually go tell the Eleven - that day.  Why?  Let's look at what Matthew says.  Matthew 28:9-10:

Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

If anyone ever tries to convince you that Christianity is just a faith for a bunch of caveman women-haters, here's some ammunition for you.  Before Jesus ever showed up in that locked room to make Himself known to His disciples, He met this group of women as they were coming back from the tomb.  And they responded to Him by falling at His feet and worshiping Him.  This meeting that was just for them changed everything for them.  An empty tomb with a missing body was not enough for them to overcome their fear of man.  Terrifying angels were not enough for them to overcome their fear of man.  Their memories of Jesus' teachings that He was going to rise again were not enough for them to overcome their fear of man.  An encounter with Jesus as their beloved Resurrected Master was.  Their love for Jesus as their Resurrected Teacher was. Their worship of Jesus as their resurrected King was.    

To live out the truths of the Resurrection, we need to overcome our fear of man.  The women taught us it's not enough just to have supernatural experiences.  It's not enough to ponder teachings that you've learned about Jesus.  What we have to have to do to overcome our fear of man is to constantly have personal experiences with Jesus Himself.  Constantly worship Jesus as an actual Person and not just a religious idea. Not just as a habit.  We seek Him, we interact with Him, we worship Him because we love Him and we are willing to throw our lives down at His feet because He is just so wonderful.  Let's pray.          
