The Lord’s Supper

There are two “ordinances” that we recognize in the Baptist Church: Baptism and The Lord’s Supper. The dictionary defines an ordinance as an authoritative order; a decree that should be followed. Jesus made a lot of statements that we should follow as His disciples. These two are seen as part of what we need to do together as a part of His church. In Matthew 28:19, Jesus tells us to “make disciples…baptizing them…”and Luke 22:19 says, “And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying ‘This is My body given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’” 

Today we are offering a piece of unleavened bread and a cup of juice from the vine so that you can participate in the Lord’s Supper.

To prepare for this time we ask that you reflect on your relationship with Christ.  Paul tells us in 
1 Corinthians 11:27, “So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.”

Are you right with God? Are you a Christian? Have you asked Him to live in and through you? Have you surrendered your life to Him? If not, now is the time. Where you are, admit that you are a sinner. Accept and thank God for the sacrifice that Jesus made on the cross for you. Tell Jesus that you want to turn from your sin and have Him come into your life to guide and control the direction of your life. Confess that Jesus is the Lord of your life. 

Now, take the cracker in your finger tips. Jesus wants us to remember Him. He lived as a man. He experienced many of the same feelings, thoughts, and desires you feel. He did all this without sin. He wants you to remember that while perfect, He offered Himself on the cross as a sacrifice for our sin. Three days later, death was conquered. He rose from the grave. As you hold this bread, think of what’s going to happen when you put it in your mouth. Immediately you are going to taste the cracker. As your body breaks down the cracker into microscopic pieces, it will be transported through your blood stream to every part of your body – from the top of your head to the tips of your fingers and toes. We want you to pray right now asking Jesus to flow throughout your entire body in the same way – from the top of your head to the tips of your fingers and toes!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Now, take the cup. Jesus wants us to understand that our salvation is a result of His sacrificing His life on the cross. As you hold the cup understand that it, too, will spread throughout your body the same way the cracker did. As you live your life, Jesus’ sacrifice is what covers you. No matter what you did or will do, Jesus has paid it all. This doesn’t mean that we have a ticket to do whatever we want. It means as we live in this body, our sin is still wrong and we need to confess and repent, but the price has been paid once and for all. Pray right now thanking God the Father for the sacrifice He made by sending Jesus to the cross to die for ALL of your sins.   

As you leave from the Lord’s Supper remember:
Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Go in peace. Live your life to glorify God. Do the works that He has laid out for you.  God Bless You.
